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arriving at the research site. As Hannah Gill learned in the Dominican Republic, such advance planning can require 
more investigation than just reading the local newspapers: “Due to the community’s marginality, most crimes, 
including murders, were never reported in newspapers, making it impossible to have known the insecurity of the 
field site ahead of time” (p. 2).

Being realistic about evaluating risk does not mean simply accepting misleading assumptions about unfamiliar 
situations or communities. For example, reports of a widespread breakdown in law and order in New Orleans were 
broadcast repeatedly after Hurricane Katrina, but researchers found that most nontraditional behavior in that period 
was actually prosocial rather than antisocial (Rodríguez, Trainor, & Quarantelli, 2006):

One group named itself the “Robin Hood Looters.” The core of this group consisted of eleven friends who, after 
getting their own families out of the area, decided to remain at some high ground and, after the floodwaters 
rose, commandeered boats and started to rescue their neighbors. . . . For about two weeks they kept searching 
in the area. . . . They foraged for food and water from abandoned homes, and hence [acquired] their group 
name. Among the important norms that developed were that they were going to retrieve only survivors and 
not bodies and that group members would not carry weapons. The group also developed informal under-
standings with the police and the National Guard. (p. 91)

22 Who Owns the Qualitative Data?
Who owns my field notes and analyses: me, my organization, or my funders? And once my reports are written, who con-
trols their diffusion? Of course, these concerns arise in any social research project, but the intimate involvement of the 
qualitative researcher with participants in the setting studied makes conflicts of interest between different stakeholders 
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HOW AN FBI AGENT BECAME A HEROIN ADDICT HIMSELF

This story chronicles the evolution of addiction for an FBI agent named Matthew Lowry. Matthew’s 
job as an agent was part of an elite drug task force. When he was prescribed pain medication for 
chronic pain in his intestines, he became addicted to the opiate-based drugs. When the prescrip-
tion pills he obtained from his doctor weren’t enough, he started stealing heroin confiscated from 
drug busts at the FBI. He managed to keep working—in fact, performing well on the job for over a 
year—until his addiction caused him to spiral out of control. One day, he was found incoherent at an 
empty construction lot.

1.	 These stories that highlight case studies are similar to qualitative research. 
However, journalists rarely use appropriate sampling techniques. If you were inves-
tigating the heroin addiction from an inductive perspective, how would you obtain 
your sample?

2.	 Do you think Matthew Lowry’s story is representative of the typical individual addicted 
to opiate drugs? Is this story representative of law enforcement officers who become 
addicted to opiates? What about medical professionals?
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